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and to the world by maintaining Christian education
in the elementary schools ; for, were it not for the
stand she has taken in the past, there can be no doubt
that religion would have been swept out of the
schools years ago. There are at the present time
Local Education Authorities which do not encourage
the teaching even of the Scriptures in any of the
schools under their immediate jurisdiction.1

It may reasonably be asked : Why has the Church
of England taken such a stand in building and retain-
ing her schools? If her object has been to proselytise
and make converts to her flock, an accusation at
times and even quite recently brought against her,
then history presents no more miserable failure.
That such has not been the object of those most
strongly supporting denominational schools in the
past has been publicly recognised by the present
Minister of Education. " I must say quite ex-
plicitly," observes Mr. Fisher,2 " that, so far as my
experience goes, I do not think their concern is due
to any spirit of ecclesiastical dominance, or to any
desire to maintain or extend it, and still less to any
desire to proselytise. It is due to an honest con-
viction that, in spite of the looseness of the attach-
ment of a large part of the population to the churches,
the denominational statement of religious truth is
the best and most effective vehicle for religious

1 The last official return on the mattei, to an order at the House
of Lords, was made in 1906. There is little reason to think that
extensive change, if any, has been made since that date. The
return shews that 125 Local Education Authorities made no
provision for " inspection or examination " in the religious
education proceeding in their schools,

3 In his speech of March 27, igza.